December 11, 2011
Dear _________________’

I am writing to urge you to prevent the defunding of the California Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (CURES). CURES is an important tool that physicians, pharmacists, and other prescribers use to determine whether an individual is obtaining controlled medications from other prescribers. The ability to determine this is essential to safe prescribing to patients, to reduce the possibility of diversion, and to better protect the public health.

We have an epidemic of prescription pain medication abuse and addiction in the United States currently. The National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH) (1) reports that over 5 million Americans have misused and abused these medications in the month prior to survey. The Drug Abuse Warning Network (DAWN) shows that adverse events, overdoses and other toxicities related to prescription pain medication abuse is nearly twice that for heroin and resulted in over 397,000 visits to emergency departments in 2009. The majority of unintentional drug overdose deaths in 2010 were related to opioid use and abuse including oxycodone, hydrocodone, and methadone, often in combination with other drugs and/or alcohol (2).  The increasing morbidity and mortality associated with misuse of these drugs underscores the need to continue funding to the CURES program. 
It is urgently important that CURES continue to be available to prescribing clinicians so that we can provide the safest and most effective treatment to those needing pain medicines. I would be happy to answer any questions you might have about this issue. Please contact me at _____. 

Sincerely,
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